Act V:

 Doctor-  The doctor and the gentlewoman open the scene.  The doctor states that her ailment is of  the mind, not the body, and he cannot help her.
Gentlewoman- A kind lady, she calls the doctor because she is worried for Lady Macbeth because of her regular sleepwalking episodes.
Lady Macbeth-  At the end of the play we see the true strength of Lady Macbeths’ conscience.  Though she came off as tough in the beginning, she really feels awful and we see this thru her sleepwalking.  Her final suicide shows the peak of this guiltiness.
Mentieth- Another Scottish nobleman.   Mentienth is a minor character who appears to provide information.  He also tells Macbeth of the wood coming towards Dunsinane  and in that way shows the first apparition to be truthful (actually the third)
Angus- Scottish nobleman who is minor and just provides information as to the happenings of the Act.
Lennox- Lennox is very minor in the final Act and just provides some background briefly.
Caithness- Yet another Scottish noble who informs the reader of some of the battles.
Macbeth-  In the final decline we see Macbeths death.  Despite all he has done and the guilt he has to carry, he fights for his life till the end because of his strong will to live.  He is finally decapitated by Macduff.
Servant- Tells Macbeth that ten thousand men are approaching yet Macbeth wont listen.
Seyton- Seyton also tells Macbeth that ten thousand men are coming, confirming the Servants statement.
Malcolm- Malcolm leads the army against Macbeth.  He orders the cutting of the forest and captures Macbeths castle. He is, in the end, made King.
Siward- Siwards son was killed by Macbeth.  Siward helps lead the army agaist Macbeth with Malcom.
Soldiers- In total ten thousand soldiers join the final battle against Macbeth.
Macduff- Macduff joins forces with Siward and Malcolm against Macbeth.  He gets to kill Macbeth and sees this as vengeance for his slain family.
Messenger- Minor character who tells Macbeth that Birnam Wood is moving towards Dunsinane.
Young Siward-  Young Siward talks to Macbeth for a moment and then is killed by him.
Ross- Ross’ only roll is to tell Siward that his son has been killed by Macbeth.
 

   Macbeth’s Character:

1. Find a quotation that shows how Macbeth’s life has

become empty, that he is surrounded by lies and

betrayal.

- Page 182 Act V Scene III- “I have lived long enough:

My way of life Is fall’n into the sere, the yellow

leaf, and that which should accompany old age. As

honor, love, obedience, troops of friends, I must not

look to have, but in their stead Curses, not loud but

deep, mouth-honor, breath which the poor heart would

fain deny and dare not.”- He has practically given up

on his life because he talks of the “yellow leaf”

which resembles autumn, which also resembles death. He

says he cannot look upon honor, love, obedience, and

friends because it is all over.

 
2. Find a quotation that shows Macbeth’s concern for

his wife’s condition.
- Page 184 Act V Scene III- “Cure her of that: Canst

thou not minister to from the memory a rooted sorrow,

Raze out the written troubles of the brain and with

some sweet oblivious antidote cleanse the stuffed

bosom of the perilous stuff which weighs upon the

heart?”- Macbeth is begging the doctor to help heal

his wife because he does love her and he knows that he

is the cause of her going bad because of all his

murder and other crimes.

 

3. Find a quotation that shows how Macbeth has become

unable to feel any emotions.
- Page 190 Act V Scene V- “I have almost forgot the

taste of fears. The time has been my senses would have

cooled to hear a night-shriek, and my fell of hair

would at a dismal treatise rouse and stir as life were

in ‘t.”-Macbeth explains that he does not feel very

much alive anymore. He has forgotten what fear is like

and now he is emotionless. The way he used to feel

about the bad things he did he doesn’t anymore. He is

not even scared.

 

4. Find a quotation that shows Macbeth’s complete

depression; his life has become meaningless.
- Page 190 Act V Scene V- “Life’s but a walking

shadow, a poor player that struts and frets his hour

upon the stage, and then is heard no more: it is a

tale told by an idiot, full of sound and fury,

Signifying nothing.”- Macbeth is now in depression and

because he is, he talks of how life in general is not

much to live for. He says that you are only under the

spotlight for a limited time, but after that you are

forgotten and you signify nothing.

 

5. Find the quotation that shows when Macbeth first

begins to realize that he has mistaken the meaning of

the witches’ prophecies.
- Page 179 Act V Scene 3- "I pull in resolution and

begin to doubt th' equivocation of the fiend, that

lies like truth. 'Fear not till Birnam Wood do come to

Dunsinane,' and now a wood comes toward Dunsinane."-

Macbeth has finally realized that he misunderstood

what the weird sisters or witches were saying.

 

6. Find a quotation that shows that Macbeth is still a

courageous warrior who will die fighting.
- Page 192 Act V Scene V- “And wish th’ estate o’th’

world were now undone. Ring the alarum bell! Blow,

wind! Come, wrack! At least we’ll die with harness on

our back.” Macbeth is saying that he is willing to die

as long as he fights til the end. He has to fight for

his own pride and says that he is ready for them to

attack him.

 

Lady Macbeth’s Character:

1. Find the quotation that shows that Lady Macbeth’s

guilt has caused her to lose her mind.
- Page 176 Act V Scene I- “Wash your hands, put on

your night-gown, look not so pale: I tell you yet

again, Banquo’s buried; he cannot come out on’s

grave”- Lady Macbeth has gone mental because she know

that she is guilty for the murder victims. She cannot

handle living normally with all that guilt so this is

the way she reacts.

 

Analysis of the complete play:

 

1. In what way do Macbeth and Lady Macbeth exchange

roles so that each becomes the opposite of what he or

she was at the beginning? What psychological factors

cause this to happen?
At first, Macbeth was weak and scared to murder Duncan

but Lady Macbeth was the one that helped encourage

Macbeth to go on with the murder in order to gain

power and become king. However, this all turns

opposite after the killing because they both reacted

differently to the murder. Lady Macbeth could not get

the image of blood out of her mind; therefore, she

became against murder. Macbeth, on the other hand,

realized that if this murder went well, than the rest

will go pretty well too; therefore, he goes on with

murdering other people.

 

2. In your own opinion, why does Macbeth commit murder

and become such a tyrant?
After the killing of King Duncan, the murder of other

people comes easy to him. At first, his conscience

gets to him but after awhile, he gets used to that

feeling and it becomes immune. Violence leads to more

violence, and by the end of the novel, he knows that

whatever he does he will go to hell because he has

already killed many others.

 

3. In your own opinion, what causes Macbeth to

misunderstand the witches? Why doesn’t he even

suspect that appearance and reality are not always the

same thing?
- He misunderstands the witches because every time the

witches tell them something he thinks that it is for

the good of himself and sometimes he takes what they

say too literally. It was what the witches said in the

beginning of the novel that made Macbeth be blinded by

his power in the first place. He doesn’t suspect that

appearance and reality are not always the same because

he has a tendency to look over things. All he thinks

about is becoming more powerful.

 

4. What has Macbeth done to himself to make his life

seem like “a tale told by an idiot, full of sound and

fury, signifying nothing?”
- He spent his whole life trying to gain more power

and in order to do that, he just murder people one by

one that would make him not become the powerful man

that he wants. After the death of Lady Macbeth, he

finally realizes that his life is over because he is a

nothing that is going to hell for the killing of many

innocent people.

 

 

 

