Background/History


The Nuclear problem is something that has bothered the world for a very long time. It has been a major fear of people everywhere for years, and that fear continues to grow. Many countries are building the nuclear weapons out of fear. The only way to eliminate this fear is to eliminate the nuclear weapons.


Nuclear weapons have been around for a long time, for over 65 years. The first idea for nuclear weapons came when Leucippus in 500 BC postulating the theory of atoms and void to Einstein's theory of relativity.  Nuclear weapons have been made ever since the 1930’s and they have not been used many times before. Nuclear( P. 25, The Atom Bomb, William W. Lee) weapons were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki during the second World War. In the 1940’s The United States' Manhattan Project builds and tests the first atomic bombs. The new weapons are used on Hiroshima, then Nagasaki leading to the end of World War II. The beginning of the Cold War follows with the USSR's detonation of a atomic bomb in 1949. This was just the beginning of what would turn out to be a very big world problem. 


In most weapons the bomb will explode with a trigger (Meltdown, P.12, Wilburn Hampton.) The Nuclear weapon is one of the most dangerous weapons in the world. The United States then gets to a point where the United States is ready to use the nuclear weapons. (Taking a stand against Nuclear war, P.36, Ellen Thro) Nuclear weapons have already caused the death of thousands of people, and many more to come most likely.

Current Status


The Current status of Nuclear weapons is very bad. There are many countries that have nuclear weapons and the world knows that they have nuclear weapons. Some countries are willing to admit that they do, and other countries are not willing to admit it. An example of this would be Iraq and North Korea. In North Korea they are very willing to admit that they have weapons of mass destruction, mainly nuclear weapons. Their leader, Kim Jong II has let the world know that North Korea has a nuclear program, and that he has no intention of stopping the program. He has openly challenged the United States and its allies to come and try to stop him. He has even threatened to attack the US. It is known that North Korea has a nuclear weapon that would be able to reach the west coast of the United States if North Korea decides that they want to attack the US, but the US does not seem as worried about North Korea and Kim Jong II as they do with Iraq and Saddam Hussein.


Iraq is a great example of a country that does not want to admit that they have nuclear weapons. The United States has said that there is evidence that Iraq has nuclear weapons and that they have not yet been disarmed. Iraq, however, says otherwise. They insist that they have disarmed all of their nuclear weapons and do not have any running nuclear plans. Yet many people do not believe Saddam Hussein because of what happened in the Gulf War in the early 1990’s. So far the United Nations has sent weapons inspectors to Iraq, and they still haven’t found any nuclear weapons, but insist that they need more time. 

Reasons for the problem


There are many reasons for the nuclear weapons problem. Countries want to show how powerful they are, and they want to show other countries that they have no fear of them. Once again a great example of this would be North Korea. They are letting everyone know that they have nuclear weapons. The only reason that they want people to know that they have these weapons is because they want to show how fearless they are. They want other countries to fear them, because they supposedly don’t fear anyone. This can become a major problem for the world. North Korea most likely is telling the truth that they are not scared of anyone, would you be if you had a nuclear weapon that could reach the west coast of the United States?


The main reason for the problem, however, is the fact that people are building the nuclear weapons out of fear and most of the time nothing more. People are scared of each other and feel that they need the weapons to feel more secure. This has become a major problem for the world. Countries all over the world are making the nuclear weapons out of fear that they are going to be attacked. This fear has led them to build a countless number of nuclear weapons. That is also the main reason that many countries want to go to war with other countries so that they can disarm them of their nuclear weapons, as the United States does with Iraq. The reason that the US wants to attack Iraq is so that they can disarm, them of their nuclear weapons so that there can be less fear about a nuclear war beginning, or even a world war.


Many people are worried that the nuclear situation will get out of hand and this is a very real scenario. The number of nuclear weapons is already higher than it should be, and with growing fear comes a growing number of nuclear weapons.

Previous attempts to end the problem.


There have been many attempts to stop the nuclear problem that is occurring around the world. So far there has been no result worth celebrating. Despite these acts, countries continue to build nuclear weapons. Countries such as Iraq and North Korea and many that we do not know of. Multiple times have there been treaties that do not end nuclear weapons completely, but help to start ending the nuclear program around the world. 


Some examples of these treaties are very interesting. Non-proliferation of Nuclear Weapons Treaty, with U.S., USSR, and Great Britain as major signers, limited the spread of military nuclear technology by agreement not to assist non-nuclear nations in getting or making nuclear weapons. This treaty however never really worked because of the arms race between the United States and the former Soviet Union. Another attempt at ending nuclear arms programs would be I.N.F. (Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces) Treaty signed in Washington, D.C. by USSR leader Mikhail Gorbachev and U.S. Pres. Ronald Reagan dismantaling all medium- and shorter-range nuclear missiles. Ratified with conditions by U.S Senate on May 27. 1988....bans all US/USSR ballistic missiles and U.S. GLCM w/ ranges b/t 500 and 5500 Kilometers and provides for the destruction of all such existing weapons, however this treaty only cut four percent of the nuclear arms between the two countries. One of the most recent treaties was the START II signed by Bush and Yeltsin calling for both sides to reduce long range nuclear arsenals by approximately 1/3 over the next decade and would entirely eliminate land-based multiple-warhead missiles.  But this has not yet been completed.

Prediction of the ultimate outcome

I don’t think that there can be anything good that can come from the problem that there is around the world from nuclear weapons. Although there are many countries that are trying to stop the development of nuclear arms it continues to happen. Many countries are willing to do anything to stop other countries and their nuclear weapons, but I don’t believe that people should go into countries that have nuclear weapons and attack them, because nothing good can come form this. One example would be how the United States wants to go into Iraq, it seems like a good idea to some, but what’s to say that Iraq won’t use the nuclear weapons that they supposedly have to retaliate against the United States? 

I believe that there will soon be a war like no other the world has ever seen. This seems like a bold prediction, but never before have so many countries had the “luxury” of nuclear weapons, and ultimately I believe that this will lead to a nuclear war, and a World War 3, which would all be brutal to the world. If this does happen, there will be more deaths than in any wars combined. 

The world should do all that it can to avoid this, but with countries that are so stubborn, it is almost certain that the world is heading down this path, and that can only lead to things getting worse. There are many countries who are not afraid to use nuclear weapons, like North Korea, so why would you give them any reason to use the nuclear weapons that they have? If one country gets attacked with a nuclear weapon, then they attack back, and so do their allies, who in turn get attacked by the first countries allies, and this can only cause one of the most disastrous wars that man kind has ever seen. Things do not look bright for the future of the world, especially if nuclear bombs continue to be put into production.

Realistic Solution to the Problem


There is only one way that the world will be at peace, and that is with the complete destruction of all nuclear weapons (Taking a stand against Nuclear weapons, P.122, Ellen Thro). The entire world has to agree on making a plan that will get every country to stop making nuclear weapons and end their nuclear arms programs. 


However there are many obstacles to making an agreement that every country will sign and believe can be accomplished. One of the main reasons that this would be hard to do is because there are countries who do not want to end their programs and would not agree with any of the treaties. One of these countries would be North Korea, who does not intend to end their nuclear weapons program, and many people believe that the only way to get them to stop is to go in and attack their countries.

There has to be a place built or an island somewhere where all the countries in the world can trigger their nuclear weapons and make sure that no people die, and then destroy all the resources that countries have that enable them to make nuclear weapons. Now these plans may not seem reasonable, but they can be achieved over time, this doesn’t need to happen quickly, it can happen over a slow period of time, as long as it happens some time and makes sure that the world is safe from the threat of nuclear weapons. The hardest part of this plan may be getting all the leaders of the countries to agree to get rid of nuclear weapons.

The only way to eliminate this fear is to eliminate the nuclear weapons. The answer to the problem is so simple, yet it is so hard to accomplish. People will only be able to relieve their fear of nuclear weapons if they are relieved of the nuclear weapons themselves.
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